EEMINISCENCES

Bill was powerfully, splendidly opposed by Gladstone,
Bright, and Cobden, on the ground that it invaded the
precincts of religious liberty; but it was carried and
made law. There it remained. There never was the
slightest attempt made to enforce it. The Catholic
prelates held to the titles the Pope had given them;
and no English court, judge, magistrate, or policeman
ever offered to prevent or punish them. No other pro-
ceeding so ludicrous, so barren as the carrying of that
measure has been known in the England of our time.

Cardinal Wiseman I remember well. I saw and heard
him often, and I had a slight personal acquaintance with
him. I first heard him preach in one of the London
Catholic churches before I had become a resident in the
metropolis, and afterwards he paid a visit to Liverpool,
where I was then a journalist, and he attended some of
the meetings of the Liverpool Catholic Institute, and
looked with evident pleasure at the performance from
'Fabiola' by the boys of the school, with many of whom
he talked afterwards in a bright, genial, fatherly sort of
way which put the boys at their ease and won them into
frank confidence. On another occasion Cardinal Wise-
man came to Liverpool to deliver a lecture at the Phil-
harmonic Hall, and I well remember that the strength
of the anti-papal feeling at the time manifested itself by
the gathering of a crowd of roughs, who flung stones at
the Cardinal's carriage as he drove up Mount Pleasant
on his way to the Hall. I had several opportunities
afterwards of observing Cardinal Wiseman. He im-
pressed me as especially a discreet man. He was calm,
plausible, powerful. He was very earnest in the cause
of the Catholic Church, but he seemed much more like
a man of the world than Newman. There was little of
the loftily spiritual in his manner or his appearance.
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